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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A printing machine generates use information including the 
number of printouts made in a printing operation, and transmits the 
5 generated use information to a management apparatus. A machine 
information data base stores old use information of the printing 
machine and a threshold value of a predetermined number of 
printouts in association with the printing machine. Upon reception of 
the use information sent from the printing machine, a machine 

1 0 management server stores the use information in the machine 

information data base and counts up the number of printouts of the 
printing machine. When the counted number of printouts exceeds the 
threshold value stored in the machine information data base, it is 
determined that preventive maintenance for the printing machine is 

15 needed. When it is determined that preventive maintenance is 
necessary, the machine management server sends instruction 
information instructing preventive maintenance to the maintenance 
terminal. 


